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We would like to say thank you to all the 
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support of  the Iowa Sports Turf  Manag-
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Turface®
The #1 conditioner on America’s most 

playable fi elds. For over 50 years, 
Turface®  has allowed more athletes to 
perform at their very best – through wet 

springs and dry summers – than any other 
conditioner. Its superior calcined clay 

particles are the preferred choice in the 
“bigs” as well as the “littles.”

Des Moines Offi ce (800) 798-9352
Omaha Offi ce (402) 201-2521

Bettendorf Offi ce (563) 823-1842
www.dkturf.com
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A Letter from the President - Grass Grows By Itself
By Tony Senio, University of  Iowa 

to your place of  employment after attending a work-
shop.    

For those that have been members in the past, thank 
you for your continued support of  our industry.  
Remember that this organization was started to help 
our industry continue to grow in professionalism and to 
educate all our members on the science and expertise it 
takes to manage playing surfaces for all ages. You con-
tinuing to achieve more is what drives this organization 
to continue to support you. We are here for all mem-
bers and want know if  we are missing anything. Please 
contact me or any other board member if  you have any 
issues or want more information on a particular subject. 
  
I hope that all your spring seasons can start on time 
without to many weather delays or issues to try and 
overcome.  If  that does happen, I know you will each 
do everything you can to deliver playing fields that are 
safe and managed to the best of  your ability because 
that’s what a sports field managers does. As we all 
begin 2015 growing season, don’t get frustrated with 
the difficulties that lay ahead, overcome them with the 
resources, the desire, and the expertise that you have 
learned from others or your own experiences. Also, 
don’t hesitate to ask other sports field managers what 
they are doing; we are all in this together.  

                                 

For those of  you that don’t know me, 
please let me tell you a little about my-
self. I work for Iowa State University 
and manage all the Athletic fields and 
outdoor surfaces that our athletes use.  
I have been at Iowa State for 5 years 

and am excited to get my 6th growing season underway.  
I came to Iowa State from Northwestern University 
where I was the Athletic Field Manager there for 3 sea-
sons. Before that I had spent nearly 8 years at Michigan 
State University obtaining a 2 year Turf  Certificate, 
B.S in Turfgrass and an M.S. in Turfgrass. I have been 
around sports turf  maintenance or research since 2000.  
Sports turf  is my passion and I truly enjoy creating safe 
playing surfaces for the athletes that use the fields that I 
am blessed to care for.  

If  you are a new member, please let me welcome you 
to this wonderful organization. Besides the newslet-
ter that you are currently reading, there are many other 
benefits. I hope you are able to take advantage of  the 
information on the website; past newsletters, merchan-
dise ordering, membership directory, and awards and 
scholarship information. Make sure you watch for final 
workshop dates and try to attend the ones that work 
with your schedule. I believe our workshops are always 
full of  useful information and I know from experience 
that you will use some of  the information as you return 

A Letter from the President 
Tim VanLoo, CSFM, Iowa State Athletics

www.commercialturfandtractor.com
www.floratinecentralturf.com
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2015 Iowa Turfgrass Conference Evaluations
Thanks to everyone who supported the 2015 Confer-
ence. Special thanks to everyone who completed an 
evaluation form, your feedback is critical to planning 
and execution of  future ‘shows.’ 

The response to The Meadows venue was tremendous; 
most attendees prefer the easy access and free parking. 
Please read on for an explanation of  how the process 
for selecting show locations works, along with a few 
paragraphs that address the most common attendee 
concerns/comments about the Iowa Turfgrass Confer-
ence & Trade Show.

Coralville Marriott 2016
You may be aware the Iowa ‘show’ is moving to 
Coralville in 2016. We try to avoid conflicting dates 
with Nebraska, Minnesota and Missouri shows, along 
with avoiding National shows by STMA and GC-
SAA.  When we were Downtown Des Moines, we also 
worked to avoid Iowa Pork as sharing downtown with 
another convention leads to higher hotel prices, diffi-
cult parking and crowed restaurants. 

For 2016, neither The Meadows nor Downtown Mar-
riot has space available on dates that would avoid all 
of  these potential conflicts. Coralville has an excellent 
Trade Show space and much more meeting space than 
The Meadows and we are excited to have the show in 
Eastern Iowa. While we are always looking for new 
opportunities, we do have dates for 2017 and 2018 
reserved at The Meadows.
 
Education Room Setup
The bulk of  the negative comments regarding the 2015 
Conference were about the lack of  tables in the meet-
ing rooms. We always prefer classroom seating (CR), 
usually two seats per six-foot table. We usually have 
some theatre style (TS) seating also, which is just rows 
of  chairs with no table. Classroom seating takes a good 
deal more space than TS. For example, Skinner A at 
the Meadows is 2090 square feet; it can seat 261 people 
theatre style or 87 people in CR seating. With 135 
people preregistered for the Golf  Course Session and a 
good weather forecast increasing the possibility of  on-

Iowa Turfgrass Office Update
Jeff  Wendel, CGCS, Iowa Turfgrass Institute

site registration, a combination of  CR and TS seating 
was the only option. 

It would be great if  we had a facility that had easy ac-
cess, free parking, plenty of  hotel rooms, great trade 
show space and large meeting rooms, but that facility 
simply does not exist. Turns out, they are not designing 
event centers specifically to suit our needs.  This should 
not be an issue in Coralville and we will work with The 
Meadows to improve the amount of  table seating for 
2017.

Breaks & Lunches
Chef  Patty and her staff  received an amazing number 
of  compliments on the food. However, evaluation 
comments included; there was not enough coffee, 
break ran out of  cookies, need coffee for every break, 
etc. The economics determine what can be done, cof-
fee is $34.63 per gallon, cookies are $18 dozen, donuts 
are $20 dozen. One attendee wrote, “You need to beef  
up the coffee and breaks.” We can do that, but it will 
raise the price of  attendance and we have never felt like 
coffee and donuts were the most important thing to 
attendees. 

Lunches for the Workshops and 2 days of  Trade 
Show cost just under $42 per attendee. The total cost 
of  breaks, lunches, reception food and coffee for our 
show is a few dollars under 40 thousand and amounts 
to approximately 81 dollars per three day attendee. 

Continued on Page 5...

 

 
Dan Klindt 

Seed Chemicals 
Fertilizer Ice Melters 

563-370-2515 
dklindt@goldstarfs.com 
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Education Sessions & Timing
Evaluations included a good amount of  comment 
regarding the length and format of  education sessions. 
The fifteen-minute break between sessions allows 
time for attendees to talk with the speaker privately, 
removes pressure on speakers who may be talking in 
back to back sessions and reduces problems with A/V. 
Keeping all sessions with the same time frame avoids 
having some people on break while other are still in 
session. This does not always work, but our volunteer 
moderators do a great job of  keeping sessions running 
smoothly. 

Speakers & Program
Many positive comments about the program and 
speakers for the 2015 Conference! Speaker expense is 
second only to catering at our show and we have always 
felt the funds spent on education are most important. 

Very special thanks to all the speakers that donate their 
travel expense and preparation time, Iowa Turfgrass 
Conference could not survive without your kindness. 
A few commented that the keynote was great but did 
not help them improve their business. That is not on 
Rex Havens, he did exactly as we asked. With many 
technical talks, we believed a break that was not serious 
at all was a good fit.  Thanks to Rex for the hour of  
laughs and for fitting his show perfectly to our people! 

Iowa Turfgrass Institute Update Continued....

Thank you to everyone that attended the  
81 st Iowa Turfgrass 

Conference & Trade Show. 

We look forward to seeing everyone in 
Coralville next January! 

The Reporter   March 20158

The Importance of Support
For Your State Association

by 
Tom Feller, CGCS, 
East Director, 
Cedar Rapids 
Country Club

Reporter 
Advertising 
Advertisers support our publication 
and help to foster communication 
with our membership. Sales for the 
2015 season are going on right now. 
Contact Nicol at nicol@iowaturf-

grass.org for information on new ad 
rates and options!

It is nice to be back on the board as 
your Eastern Iowa Director. I filled 

in on the board for a one year term 
years ago, and now it is great to be 
back. I am looking forward to working 
with the board so that we can continue 
to grow our great association.  

A couple of  my goals for the associa-
tion are to help grow the membership 
and increase participation in events. 
I will start with participation. Every 
event that is scheduled takes a lot of  
time and effort, from the host facility 
to the Iowa GCSA staff  to the ven-
dors that support it. I have not hosted 
an event at my current club, but have 
hosted one when I was at Quincy 
Country Club. In my mind there is 
nothing more exciting than setting up 
for an event that includes your peers.  

It is exciting to have 80-100 of  your 
friends playing your course and hearing 
the feedback. Opposite of  that, it can 
be very disappointing for the host club 
when participation numbers are low. 

In today’s world, we ask a lot of  a club 
to host a monthly event. Typically they 
charge reduced fees so the associa-
tion can charge participants less. They 
also are giving up their course for the 
day. We need to support these events. 
There are benefits from attending 
monthly meetings. Networking with 
your fellow Superintendents and Assis-
tants is as important during the season 
as in the winter months. I always try 
to pick something up when away for 
a meeting, whether it was from the 
education or from networking. 

Attending events during the season 
can give you that needed break from 
the summer grind. It is amazing how 
being off  site for a 12 hour period 
will clear your mind and cause you to 
appreciate your facility even more. It 
has been difficult for me to get away 
with our course restoration going on, 

but I always try to send someone from 
my facility to support the event. I know 
my Assistant appreciates it when I send 
him. He enjoys the golf  and network-
ing along with a break from work. It 
is also nice for him to see how other 
clubs manage their course.  

My second goal is to grow the mem-
bership. Membership numbers have 
been declining over the years. I am not 
sure if  clubs are not supporting the Su-
perintendent’s education or the Super-
intendent does not perceive value from 
the association. The Superintendents 
that I have talked to have said the club 
won’t pay for the membership. It is the 
responsibility of  the Superintendent to 
show the employer that there is benefit 
to being part of  the association. The 
education and networking alone will 
support that. Employers want to see 
their Superintendent keep up with the 
current trends.  

As members, we need to reach out to 
those that are no longer members and 
get them involved. Our association is 
only as strong as it membership.  

Call to Write 
 

Do you have something you would like to share with the ISTMA?  
Please email Sarah at sarah@iowaturfgrass.org with your news or story! 

mailto:nicol@iowaturf-grass.information
mailto:nicol@iowaturf-grass.information
mailto:nicol@iowaturf-grass.information
mailto:sarah@iowaturfgrass.org
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Iowa State University Turf  Club Places at National STMA Competition 
The Iowa State University Turf  Club placed 5th and 8th at the  

2015 STMA Student Challenge in Denver, CO.

Ames, Iowa - Iowa State University Turfgrass Management students joined industry leaders at the 26th Annual 
STMA Conference & Exhibition in Denver, CO from January 13-16, 2015. This year’s theme was Peek Perfor-
mance: Moving Mountains With New Education, New Connections & New Innovations. Students were able 
to attend educational sessions, network with industry leaders, secure summer internship opportunities, and compete 
at the national level to put their turfgrass and sports turf  knowledge to the test. 

Among the special activities scheduled was the annual STMA Student Challenge. Iowa State University took 3 teams 
this year consisting of  11 students. 

The team consisting of  Conrad Pannkuk, Desmond Decker, Brandon Bousema, and Ryan May placed 5th in the 
4-year institution category; and the team consisting of  Zach Olinger, Erick Langford, mike Saaranen, and Georgi 
Heitshusen placed 8th in the 4 year institution category. 

At a time when sports and recreational activities are looking to become safer, more efficient, and more competitive; 
these students learn to control the playing surfaces through research, application and management. 

About Iowa State University
Iowa State University is a public university with a focus on research and instruction. The Department of  Horticul-
ture offers emphasis in turfgrass management leading students to careers in lawn care, research, sod production, 
chemical production, sales, business, sports turf, and golf  course industries. 

About STMA 
Sports Turf  Manger’s Association, STMA advances professionalism in sports field management and safety through 
education, awareness programs and industry development. For more information visit www.stma.org

http://www.stma.org
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Kirkwood Community College STMA Student Challenge Participation
Kirkwood Community College Turf  Management Club placed  

4th, 5th, 6th, and 8th in the two-year school  
2015 STMA Student Challenge in Denver, Co.

Students in the Golf  Course & Athletic Turfgrass Management Program joined the sports turf  industry at the 26th 
Annual STMA Conference in Denver, Co. Students were able to attend student networking sessions, educational 
workshops, panel discussions, and meet with past, current, and future employers.

A special part of  the STMA conference that Kirkwood students study throughout the fall semester is participating 
in the Student Challenge. The student challenge competition pairs a max of  4 person teams together against other 
turf  schools from around the Nation. Students are tested over live sample identification, general knowledge, sport 
turf  scenarios, and new to this year competition was irrigation assembly. Kirkwood had 4 teams participate consist-
ing of  15 students.  

The two-year competition teams consisted of  Chris Stillmunkes, Courtney Bransted, and Keith Becker placing 4th. 
Andrew Raes, Mitchell Countryman, Tyler Olson, and Tanner Kleppe placing 5th. Alex West, Todd McGuire, Keegan 
Pope, and Grant Mehman placing 6th. The 8th place teams were students, Matt Vos, Justin Storm, Bryan Meyer, and 
Myles Kelly.  

One other special recognition went to student Todd McGuire. Todd received this year STMA’s two-year degree 
scholarship of  $2000.00. Congratulations to Todd!! 

Kirkwood students were happy with their performance and look forward to preparing for the student challenge 
competition next year, in San Diego, CA.
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The 81st Iowa Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show 
has come and gone and I don’t know about you but it 
always gets me excited to get the season started and to 
put some of  the new knowledge I gained to work.

The Iowa Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show is a very 
valuable tool for me. I don’t have the college degree or 
the schooling that many of  the other men and women 
in our field have. I was born and raised on a golf  
course in the Quad Cities. My dad was the superinten-
dent at Palmer Hills and I spent the majority of  my 
free time as a kid either playing golf  or working on the 
course. 

My first hands on experience was when I was 12 and I 
got to rake bunkers with the sand pro. I thought that 
was the best thing ever. That’s what hooked me. When 
I was 16, I started at Crow Valley CC and worked there 
for 7 years. After that, I took a job at Bettendorf  High 
School as the Head Grounds Keeper. I enjoyed it but 
felt I needed a break, so I moved to the Chicago area 
with my future wife and worked as a service writer at 
Saturn of  Joliet. I knew I still had the itch since I was 
the only person at the dealership that would volunteer 
to mow the lawn.  

In 2008, my brother passed away unexpectedly. He was 
someone I looked up to and was my go to guy for any 
turf  questions. He had a turf  degree from Iowa State, 
interned at Pinehurst #2, was the superintendent at 
The General in Galena, and then at Freeport C.C. It 
was a very hard time in my life but it opened my eyes to 
where I needed to be. The one thing that I loved, felt 
comfortable doing and came naturally to me was work-
ing on turf. I knew I had to carry on the tradition in the 
family and I was happy to continue that.

In March 2010, my wife got transferred to Cedar Rap-
ids and I was able to get a job with the city as a mainte-
nance worker. In August of  2010, I got the opportunity 
to take over the Tuma Soccer Complex and I have been 
there since. After a few years of  just managing the 
complex, my duties have expanded to overseeing our 4 
diamond softball complex as well as helping with any 
turf  related issues throughout the parks system.

Southeast Director Update
Chad Peterson, City of  Cedar Rapids

The reason I have laid my story out for all to read is to 
let everyone know that it doesn’t matter if  you have a 
degree, it doesn’t matter if  you are just starting out and 
are learning the trade, what does matter is the heart 
you put into your craft. You can always learn as you go, 
there are plenty of  people in this field that are willing 
to help, but if  your heart isn’t in it you won’t get far. 

I will leave you with this final statement. A few years 
ago, a well-known figure in our ISTMA group told me 
at the Iowa Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show that 
you get out what you put in. That was the clean ver-
sion of  what he told me, thanks Joe. I strongly agree 
with this statement and over the last few years I have 
tried to be more involved with the ISTMA. I encourage 
everyone to put themselves out there, write an article, 
attend a few workshops, pick up the phone and talk 
shop with one of  us. I wish everyone a very prosper-
ous and successful season. 
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81st Iowa Turfgrass Conference Review 
Troy McQuillen, Kirkwood Community College 

The 81st Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show 
was held on January 20th-22nd at the Meadows Event 
Center in Altoona, IA. This year’s conference welcomed 
500 attendees with 166 exhibitors from 64 different 
companies. The Iowa Sports Turf  Managers group was 
among the attendees at this year’s conference.  

The ISTMA education sessions kicked off  of  Tuesday 
morning with University educators and researchers 
Bryan Unruh, PhD, from the University of  Florida. Bill 
Kreuser PhD, from UNL and Jared Hoyle, PhD, from 
Kansas State University. Each presenter provided an 
overview of  current turfgrass industry research and best 
management practices for the sports turf  industry. The 
education continued into the afternoon with peer pre-
sentations from Sports Turf  Manager TJ Brewer, CSFM 
on reducing your athletic field inputs, Derek York, 
CSFM with in season field renovations and conversions, 
Elliott Josephson on the past season’s winter damage 
and Ryan Adams with Poa Annua control and aerifica-
tion timing. Following the day’s education the ISTMA 
hosted a membership social for its members and sup-
porters.  

Wednesday morning started with ITI scholarship awards 
presentation. The ITI awarded $6500.00 in scholarships 
to 10 two-year and four-year college students enrolled in 
Turfgrass Management programs in the state of  Iowa.  
The ITI also recognized the 2014 Meritorious Service 
Award winner, Joe Wagner from the City of  Iowa City 
(needless to say this was the 1st time Joe was speech-
less). The ITI general session continued with talk from 
Fred Whitford, PhD and Gretchen Paluch PhD titled: 
“Making regulations work for you.” Following the edu-
cation, companies provided the participants with new 
products to look for at the Tradeshow. Rex Havens was 
the keynote speaker for this year’s general session and 
gave everyone a belly full of  laughter.  

Following the morning tradeshow and lunch the 
ISTMA began their afternoon education sessions with 
remarks for Bryan Unruh PhD. and Jared Hoyle PhD. 
on their latest industry research in sports field manage-
ment. 
Wednesday afternoon was also the time for ISTMA’s 

annual meeting and awards presentation. The ISTMA 
presented three $1000.00 Gary Peterson Scholarships 
to Josh Lenz, Brandon Bousema, and Zachary Olinger.  
All students are studying turfgrass management at Iowa 
State University.  ISTMA also presented its soccer field 
and softball field of  the year awards to Burlington Rec 
Complex and manager John Newell.  The Sports Turf  
Manager of  the year award was given to Chad Peterson 
of  Tuma Sports Complex in Cedar Rapids.  The 2014 
Golden Cleat Award went to Mike Burt of  Grinnell 
College.  Congratulations to all 2014 ISTMA award 
winners. 

The final day of  the turfgrass conference started with 
an ISTMA round table discussion, a presentation from 
Fred Whitford, PhD on mixing and measuring pesti-
cides, along with Casey Scheidel, CSFM demonstrating 
drone and time lapse technology for the industry.

At the tradeshow, the ISTMA finalized the silent auc-
tion winners and raised $6700.00 toward the student 
scholarship fund.  A special thank you to all silent auc-
tion donors: Arborjet, Bush Turf, Commercial Turf  & 
Tractor, D & K Products, Jeff  Bosworth, CSFM, Flo-
ratine Central Turf  Products, Hunter Industries, Mike 
Andresen, CSFM, John Deere Landscapes, LaCrosse 
Seeds, Miller & Sons Golf  Cars, PBI Gordon, Elliott 
Josephson, Otter Creek Golf  Course, Redline Golf  & 
Sports Sand, Standard Golf  Company, Turfwerks, and 
Van Diest Supply Company.  

The 2016 Iowa Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show 
will be held at a Coralville Marriott in Coralville, IA.  
Hope to see everyone there.    
 

GREAT LAWNS 
DEPEND ON 

GREAT  
PRODUCTS! 

Pace	Supply	
TURF	&	LANDSCAPE	

Iowa’s	Source	for		
Turf	&	Sports	Field		

Products	

1-800-396-7917
info@pacesupplyia.com	
www.pacesupplyia.com	
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81st Annual 
Iowa Turfgrass Conference  

& Trade Show 
Photo Highlights
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AND THE AWARD GOES TO.....

Mike Burt  
Grinnell College

Golden Cleat Award

Chad Peterson  
Tuma Sports Complex

Sports Turf   
Manager of  the Year

Burlington Rec Plex  
Burlington, IA

Softball & Soccer 
Field of  the Year

Joe Wagner 
City of  Iowa City

Iowa Turfgrass Institute 
Meritorious Service Award

11
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2015 ISTMA Gary Peterson 
Scholarship Recipients

Josh Lenz
 
Josh Lenz is a Graduate Student at Iowa State University. He started 
pursuing a degree in Turfgrass Management when he found a way to 
combine his love of  sports, design and working outside. Josh is cur-
rently working on the ISU Athletic Facilities and Grounds crew for 
Tim VanLoo, CSFM and had an opportunity to work at the 2015 Super 
Bowl in Phoenix, AZ. After graduation, Josh hopes to get his first job 
as an assistant in the Sports Turf  Industry and work his way up to a 
manager’s position. 

Zack+ Olinger
 
Zack Olinger is a Junior at Iowa State University. He transferred to 
Iowa State from the University of  Northern Iowa to pursue a degree 
in Turfgrass Management after completing a turfgrass internship with 
the Walt Disney Company in Orlando, FL at the ESPN Wide World 
of  Sports Complex. This summer Zack will be interning at the Iowa 
State University Research Station in Ames, IA  and will be helping  to 
build a top sports field research complex. After graduation, Zack hopes 
to pursue graduate school and extend his knowledge in agronomy and 
turfgrass management.  

Brandon Bousema
 
Brandon Bousema is a Senior at Iowa State University majoring in 
Turfgrass Management. He first found interest in Sports Turf  Man-
agement while working for the City of  Sheldon during the summers. 
Brandon started out mowing and trimming at the cemetery in town 
before moving onto parks that included a pair of  baseball fields that 
he helped maintained. Upon graduation, Brandon hopes to secure an 
internship at an NFL stadium in order to gain experience before apply 
for a assistant position. 
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Arborjet 
Bush Turf  

Commercial Turf  & Tractor
D & K Products

Drake University - Jeff  Bosworth, CSFM 
Elliott Josephson

Floratine Central Turf  Products 
Hunter Industries

ISU Athletics - Mike Andresen, CSFM 
John Deere Landscapes 

LaCrosse Seeds 
Miller & Sons Golf  Cars

PBI Gordon
Otter Creek Golf  Course

Redline Golf  & Sport Sand 
Standard Golf  Co.

Turfwerks
Van Diest Supply Company

The ISTMA Board of  Directors would like to Thank  
everyone that donated items to the 2015 Silent Auction. 
This year was another huge success that could not have 
happened without your support. We would also like to 
thank the attendees for bidding and helping us raise  
approximately 6,500. That money supports the ISTMA 
Scholarship Fund. To the left is a list of  the generous 
companies and individuals that donated to the 2015 Silent 
Auction. 

2015 ISTMA SIlenT AucTIon

Bronze Sponsors 
Bayer Environmental Sciences 

Floratine Central Turf  Products 
GLK Turf  Solutions

Miller & Sons 
MTI Distributing

PACE Supply  
The Andersons
United Seeds 

Gold Sponsors 
BUSH Sports Turf  
Calcium Products 
D & K Products 

Iowa Golf  Association 
Syngenta 
Turfwerks 

Van Wall Equipment 

Thank you to our 2015 Iowa Turfgrass Institute Sponsors

Silver Sponsors 
ACME Material 

BASF 
Zimco Supply
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Mark Your Calendars Now 
2015 ISTMA Events

May 5th - ISTMA Spring Workshop - Des Moines
 

TBA - ISTMA Summer Workshop 
 

July 17th & 18th - IA/MN Chapter Challenge - Ankeny/Ames
 

July 15th - Field Day Classic - Huxley
 

July 23rd - Iowa Turfgrass Field Day - Ames
 

September 16th - ISTMA Fall Workshop - Cedar Rapids 

Please visit www.iowaturfgrass.org/events.htm for more
 information and events! 

ISTMA would like to welcome our  
newest Board Members! 

Elliott Josephson 
Central Director

If  you would like to be more involved with ISTMA please  
contact Tim VanLoo, CSFM at vanlooti@iastate.edu to be a part of  an 

ISTMA committee

Lee Van Meeteren 
Southwest Director

Chad Peterson 
Southeast Director

http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/events.htm
mailto:vanlooti@iastate.edu
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NEW HORTICULTURE VIDEO ON WEB SITE

The Iowa State University Horticulture Department recently completed a new web site.  As part of  the web site, 
there is a new recruiting video on the first page.

To view the site, go to http://www.hort.iastate.edu/  

The video is titled 
Every Green Thing We Grow is Rooted in  

Cardinal and Gold

AHEAD OF THE GAME

Call Toll Free: 1-800-387-5808
Int’l: +1-416-745-1811 •  FAX: 416-742-6837
E-mail: info@covermaster.com
www.covermaster.com
© 2013 Covermaster Inc.

Covers for football and soccer fields
are also readily available.

TARP MACHINE™ lets you roll
the cover on and off in minutes.

TARPMATE™ roller comes in 3
lengths with safety end caps.

COVERMASTER™
covermaster.com/rcad/

The COVERMASTER®

Advantage...
• Lighter weight, superior strength, easier to handle
• Shield Tek™ coating technology for greater durability
• Outstanding heat reflective properties
• Raincover graphics available
• Largest choice of weights and colors

COVERMASTER™RAINCOVERS
Avoid Costly Rainouts...

TARP MACHINE VIDEO!
TARPMACHINE™ makes light 

of handling your raincover.
WACH THE ACTION ON LINE AT:

covermaster.com/tarpmachine/
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is available. Energy sources such as Phosphites are 
also beneficial to drive chemical reactions in the roots.  
Phosphites are excellent at enhancing the Krebs Cycle 
and ATP Generation - the energy molecule. Optimum 
blends of  Hormonal Biostimulants and Foliar Nitrogen 
sources also play key roles in getting the plant growing 
in colder conditions.  

Another great technology to add directly to canopy and 
soil temperature is the use of  Pigments. Darkening the 
canopy can gain you a quick 5+ degrees of  soil temper-
ature and are another great avenue to jump-start early 
growth beyond nutrition and biostimulant technology.  

In my experience the combined use of  the above 
technologies gives you the best opportunity to ‘pop’ 
the turf  in Spring…. Of  course you could always just 
throw some Ammonium Sulfate (AMS) and watch 
the turf  explode!! Kidding of  course!  AMS is another 
good choice for a soil product if  used judiciously. It is 
relatively inexpensive and for those that don’t have a 
reliable spray rig it offers a very soluble/available form 
of  Nitrogen. My concern with the over use of  AMS in 
the Spring is that you really deplete the carbohydrate 
reserves of  the turf. Meaning that the topical growth 
you are generating is coming at the expense of  root-
ing. The majority of  the turf  energy and carbohydrate 
reserves are being put into topical growth.  I would 
always recommend a foliar amino acid/carbohydrate 
supplement when you are pushing topical growth as 
to not compromise the rooting. Balanced approaches 
to turf  health will give you the best chance for durable 
playing surfaces that bounce back quickly from traffic 
events. 

I usually recommend throwing the foliar technologies 
at a soil temperature of  48-50 degrees in the top 2”. 
Typically the turf  won’t begin to grow until 58-60 de-
gree soil temps. Better turf  response can also be gained 
by doing those first 2 foliar applications in the after-
noon (if  the wind allows) when the sun energy is at its 
highest. You will get better uptake and translocation of  
the materials and therefore better response.  I would 
also recommend filling the spray rig a day or two  
                                                      Continued on Page 17... 

Nothing like throwing some traffic on turf  that hasn’t 
even began to grow yet!! There are many factors that 
influence the plant’s ability to get growing coming out 
of  winter, with temperature being the primary one.  
But there are number of  advantages that we can give 
the grass that can gain us quite a few degrees, and 
perhaps days and weeks of  early season growth that 
you would not otherwise have gained. That additional 
growth and recovery time can make a big difference in 
many areas of  performance, from early season traffic, 
and or when the stresses of  summer hit again this sea-
son. A couple of  extra weeks of  spring growth can lead 
to additional rooting, better density and overall better 
turf  performance throughout the season.

The primary food producing mechanism (Photosynthe-
sis) is still sluggish in early spring:  CO2 + H2O + Sun 
(chlorophyll / color) = Carbohydrates (food) + O2
The air temperature is low, as well as the duration and 
intensity of  the sun. The raw materials are quite abun-
dant (CO2 and H2O), but the energy source (sun) and 
chlorophyll (color) are the limiting factors.

The growth generating mechanism (Respiration) has 
not started either:  
Carbohydrates (food) + O2 = New Growth + CO2
The soil temperature is too low for Chemical and 
Microbial activities to take place which limits nutrient 
availability and chemical reactions. Furthermore, there 
is little to no activity in the topical portions of  the plant 
as stated above.  

The lack of  carbohydrate production in Photosynthesis 
can be supplemented with balanced foliar Amino-acid 
products that also contain simple and complex carbo-
hydrates. Providing the raw materials (amino-acids) will 
help the plant achieve the end result, but also providing 
the end result (carbohydrates) will help get the plant 
growing in cold conditions. You can literally help jump-
start the growth mechanism by supplying the carbo-
hydrates that initiate the respiration (growth) process.  
Foliar supplements of  the key Micro-nutrients (Iron, 
Magnesium, Manganese, Copper, Zinc, among others) 
for chlorophyll production will also help tremendously 
with early green-up to capture the limited sunlight that 

Spring Start ‘TIPS’ 
Brent Smith, Floratine Central Turf  Products
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before the application to allow the temperature of  
the spray mixture to be at it’s warmest. The solubil-
ity of  water will be much higher and the products will 
work better. The final factor is pH. Not nearly enough 
Turf  Managers are checking the pH of  the tank water 
prior to the addition of  product. Just like temperature, 
pH had a direct correlation to solubility and product 
performance, and it’s very inexpensive to correct. We 
should be targeting a tank water pH of  6-6.5, most fa-
cilities are 7.5 or higher. Let’s face it, product and tank 
mixes are not cheap and we need to be maximizing our 
dollar and performance.  

I hope you can use some of  these tips at your facility to 
gain an advantage for you turf  this Spring!! For addi-
tional information contact me any time.

Best Regards,
Brent

Spring Start ‘TIPS” Continued....

Reelmaster 5010-H
Hybrid

@MMdistribuMng

Reelmaster® 5010 Series

• DPA Cuung units
• New Patented PowerMatch 
technology
• CrossTrax™ all-wheel
drive
• • Powered by a 24.8-hp 
Kubota diesel engine & 48-volt 
baaery pack
• 100" (2.54 m) cuung
swath
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2015 IDALS Pesticide Applicator Certification Testing

IDALS is teaming up with Polk County Extension and outreach office to offer 
FREE Pesticide Licensing Testing! 

Testing Dates:          Friday, March 27, 2015

Testing Times:    10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. (You must present a photo ID)

Testing Location:  ISU Extension and Outreach - Polk County Office 
     1625 Adventureland Drive, Suite A
    Altoona, IA 50009

Fee:     NO CHARGE!

Things You Need to Know:
- Testing is available for commercial and private applicators, both Core and Categories
- IDALS personnel will be on hand to answer your questions
- Study guides are available for purchase at ISU Polk County Extension and Outreach  
   Office
- Testing is FREE at the Polk County Extension and Outreach Location
- Photo identification required for testing

Practice Exam is available on line at:
http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/pesticide/onlinepesticidetesting.asp

For questions contact
 Deb Baker 
 ISU Extension and Outreach - Polk County
 1625 Adventureland Drive - Suite A
 Altoona, IA 50009
 515-957-5760
 dabaker@iastate.edu

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/pesticide/onlinepesticidetesting.asp
mailto:dabaker@iastate.edu


March 2015

ISTMA 2015 Board of  Directors

Lee Van Meeteren
Southwest Director
City of  Sioux Center
335 1st Ave NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250
712-722-2998 (work)
leevm@siouxcenter.org

Chad Peterson
Southeast Director
City of  Cedar Rapids
500 15th Ave SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
319-373-0500 (work)
c.peterson@cedar-rapids.org

Elliott Josephson
Central Director
Prairie Ridge Sports Complex
1315 NW State St. 
Ankeny, IA 50023
515-963-3577 (work)
ejosephson@ankenyiowa.org

Casey Scheidel, CSFM 
At-Large Director
I-Cubs Sports Turf
1 Line Drive
Des Moines, IA 50309
515-243-6111 (work)
caseys@iowacubs.com

Brent Smith
Exhibitor Director
Floratine Central Turf  Products
2738 222nd Street
DeWitt, IA 52742
563-210-1616 (work)
thestrongestturf@hotmail.com 

Steve Bush, CSFM
Exhibitor Director
Bush Sports Turf
6800 78th Ave.
W. Milan, IL 61264
309-314-1000 (work)
steve@bushturf.com

TJ Brewer, CSFM
Past President 
Burlington Bees
2712 Mt. Pleasant St.
Burlington, IA 52601
515-360-8979 (cell)
thusto1@hotmail.com

Ryan Adams
Ex-Officio Director
Iowa State University
222 Horticulture Hall
Ames, IA 50011
515-294-1957 (work)
rsadams@iastate.edu

Tim Van Loo, CSFM
President
ISU Athletics
1800 S. 4th St. Jacobson Bldg 
Ames, IA 50011
515-509-8035 (cell)
vanlooti@iastate.edu 

Troy McQuillen
Vice President & At-Large Director
Kirkwood Community College
6301 Kirkwood Blvd SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
319-398-5441 (work)
troy.mcquillen@kirkwood.edu
 
Jeff  Bosworth, CSFM
Northwest Director
Drake University
1422 27th St. 
Des Moines, IA 50311
515-202-8847 (work)
jeff.bosworth@drake.edu 
 

Jason Koester, CGCS
Northeast Director
Grinnell College
1917 6th Ave
Grinnell, IA 50112
319-231-9254 (cell)
Koester2@grinnell.edu

mailto:leevm@siouxcenter.org
mailto:c.peterson@cedar-rapids.org
mailto:ejosephson@ankenyiowa.org
mailto:caseys@iowacubs.com
mailto:thestrongestturf@hotmail.com
mailto:steve@bushturf.com
mailto:thusto1@hotmail.com
mailto:rsadams@iastate.edu
mailto:vanlooti@iastate.edu
mailto:troy.mcquillen@kirkwood.edu
mailto:jeff.bosworth@drake.edu
mailto:Koester2@grinnell.edu

