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A Letter from the President - Grass Grows By Itself
By Tony Senio, University of  Iowa 
A Letter from the President 
Jeff  Bosworth, CSFM, Drake University

help ISTMA become more valuable to you, let us know.   
This is your association and we want you to be proud to 
be associated with the ISTMA. Enjoy the newsletter and 
I hope everyone has a good rest of  the summer and a 
great fall sports season.                 

Can you believe it is August already?  
Summer has once again flown by and 
it’s time for fall football camps to ar-
rive and kids heading back to school.  
I’m sure some of  you are happy for 
fall to arrive after another summer 

that gave us our challenges, for me I have mixed feelings 
in summer ending. I am happy to see the temperatures 
cooling off, football season beginning, track season end-
ing and summer projects coming to an end. But on the 
other hand sad to see another year gone with so many 
projects that I wish I would have accomplished and just 
the fun things summer has to offer. Oh well there is 
always next year. 

Mark your calendars for September 19th. ISTMA will 
be holding the fall workshop at Iowa State University, 
hosted by Tim Van Loo, CSFM. I’m sure this will be 
an outstanding workshop, a tour of  the new Cyclone 
Sports Complex and Jack Trice Stadium will be on the 
agenda. This will be our last workshop for the year so 
plan on attending. Registration information is included 
in this issue.  

Now is the time to start nominating one of  our many 
outstanding ISTMA members for Field of  the Year 
Awards. The categories are Field of  the Year for Base-
ball, Football, Soccer and Softball. Also nominate a 
deserving person for Sports Turf  Manager of  the year. 
From the many nominations we received last year, I 
know there are many facilities and managers deserving 
of  these awards. Go to the ISTMA web page to find the 
nomination forms. Forms must be delivered to the Iowa 
Turfgrass Office before October 31, 2013.  

The National Sports Turf  Managers Association gives 
the ISTMA a free registration for a first time attendee to 
attend the Sports Turf  Managers Association Confer-
ence January 21-24, 2014 in San Antonio, Texas. This is 
a great opportunity that has not been taken advantage 
of  in the past couple of  years. Please contact me if  you 
are interested. 

The ISTMA board will be having our summer board 
meeting this month and I will update you in our next 
Sideline Report issue. If  at any time you have an idea to 

Interested in serving on the ISTMA Board?  
 

Southeast Director and Exhibitor Director seat 
are up for election. Nominations are due by  

October 31, 2013.  The election is held at the 
ISTMA Annual Meeting during the 2014 Iowa 

Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show.  
For more information please contact Sarah at 

sarah@iowaturfgrass.org

www.bushturf.com
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To ensure chemical safety in the workplace, informa-
tion about the identities and hazards of  the chemicals 
used and stored in the workplace must be available and 
understandable to workers. OSHA’s Hazard Commu-
nication Standard (HCS) requires the development and 
dissemination of  such information: 

 Chemical manufacturers and importers are required 
    to evaluate the hazards of  the chemicals they  
    produce or import, and prepare labels and safety  
    data sheets to convey the hazard information to their  
    downstream customers;
 All employers with hazardous chemicals in their  
   workplaces must have labels and safety data sheets  
   for their exposed workers, and train them to handle  
   the chemicals appropriately. 

One of  the major changes is from MSDS (Material 
Safety Data Sheets) to SDS (Safety Data Sheets) 

“Exposure to hazardous chemicals is one of  the most 

Upcoming Changes to Hazard Communication Standard
Jeff  Wendel, CGCS, Iowa Turfgrass Insititute 

serious threats facing American workers today,” said 
U.S. Secretary of  Labor Hilda Solis. “Revising OSHA’s 
Hazard Communication standard will improve the 
quality and consistency of  hazard information, mak-
ing it safer for workers to do their jobs and easier for 
employers to stay competitive.”
 
I am having trouble swallowing the ‘stay competitive’ 
portion of  that quote, but like it or not, the new Haz-
ard Communication Standard (HCS) is now aligned 
with the Globally Harmonized System of  Classification 
and Labeling of  Chemicals (GHS). I tried very hard to 
read the GHS document, but must admit my head hit 
the desk at page 132. Obviously a miserable failure at 
reading the 561 pages they have carefully written for us. 
If  you want a crack at the document you can find it at: 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/danger/
publi/ghs/ghs_rev04/English/ST-SG-AC10-30-Rev4e.
pdf   Good luck. 

     

FieldSaver.® 
Save your field  

from  
rain and wear.

FieldSaver® rain tarps are  
best-in-field for any field!

Special offers ONLY at www.CoverSports.com/ISTMA 
For price quotes, sizes and fabric specs, visit www.CoverSports.com/ISTMA
sales@coversports.com • 800-445-6680

Full Infield Rain Tarp

Infield Turf and Collar Protector

18 oz. Vinyl Spot Field Tarps with  
Grommets or Weighted Edge

Also  in 6 oz. poly

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/danger/
http://www.CoverSports.com/ISTMA
http://www.CoverSports.com/ISTMA
mailto:sales@coversports.com
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You can also look at the OSHA Fact Sheet at: https://
www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3642.pdf.  The fact 
sheet summarizes the Training Requirements that must 
be completed by December 31, 2013.  

There are some requirements and everyone needs to 
make certain they are in compliance with the Hazard 
Communication Standard. 
 
The table below summarizes the phase-in dates required 
under the revised Hazard Communication Standard:

Effective  
Completion Date

Requirement(s) Who

December 1, 2013 Train Employees on 
the new label elements 
and safety data sheet 
(SDS) format.

Employers

June 1, 2015

December 1, 2015

Compliance with all 
modified provisions of  
this final rule except:

The Distributor shall 
not ship containers 
labeled by the chemi-
cal manufacturer or 
importer unless it is a 
GHS label

Chemical Manufac-
tures, Importers, 
Distributors, and 
Employees

June 1, 2016 Update alternative 
workplace labeling and 
hazard communication 
program as necessary 
and provide additional 
employee training for 
newly identified physi-
cal or health hazards

Employers

Transition Period 
to the Effective 
completion dates 
noted above

May comply with either 
20 CFR 1910.1200  
(The final standard), or 
the current standard, 
or both

Chemical Manufac-
tures, Importers, 
Distributors, and 
Employees

Email me with your questions and I will continue to 
work on clarification of  the new HCS, jeff@iowaturf-
grass.org.

If  you visit the OSHA page at: https://www.osha.gov/
dsg/hazcom/index.html you will find some informa-
tion that will help you stay compliant with the Hazard 
Communication Standard. There are a number of  links 
there, including one to the new ‘pictograms’ that will 
be used to indicate the level of  hazard.  Visit: https://
www.osha.gov/Publications/HazComm_QuickCard_
Pictogram.html 

Here is a summary of  the major changes:
 Hazard classification: Provides specific criteria for  
   classification of  health and physical hazards, as well  
   as classification of  mixtures.
 Labels: Chemical manufacturers and importers will be  
   required to provide a label that includes a harmonized  
   signal word, pictogram, and hazard statement for  
   each hazard class and category. Precautionary  
   statements must also be provided.
 Safety Data Sheets: Will now have a specified  
   16-section format.
 Information and training: Employers are required to  
   train workers by December 1, 2013 on the new labels  
   elements and safety data sheets format to facilitate  
   recognition and understanding.

© 2012 Agrium Advanced Technologies (U.S.) Inc. DIRECT SOLUTIONS and 
COMMITTED TO GROWTH are trademarks owned by Agrium Inc.

Introducing the 
one supplier who 
can help you cover 
all the bases... And all the 

fairways, end 
zones, and well 

groomed lawns.

™

™

Direct Solutions will work with 
you to develop the best solutions for 

your everyday challenges, and deliver 
top-notch service, products, enhanced-
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mound clay, and quality seed---everything you 

need to grow green, healthy turf.
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Iowa Sports Turf  Managers Association 
Fall Workshop - September 19, 2013 
Cyclone Sports Complex - Ames, IA   

 
The Iowa Sports Turf  Managers Association is excited to present the final workshop of  the 2013 season at Cyclone 
Sports Complex on the Iowa State University Campus in Ames, IA. Host Tim VanLoo, CSFM and staff  have pre-
pared a full-day of  educational topics focused on the brand New Cyclone Sports Complex. The Complex opened in 
2012 and is the home of  Iowa State Track & Field, Softball and Soccer.  
 
The Workshop education will give Turf  Managers insight on relationship building between Coaches, Athletic  
Directors, and Event Managers. Iowa State Athletic Director Jamie Pollard will start off  the day with what led up to 
building the Cyclone Sports Complex and what role the Turfgrass Manager played. Softball Coach Stacey  
Gemeinhardt-Cesler will talk about the importance of  a good relationship between the Turfgrass Managers and 
Coaches. The workshop will continue with Derek York from Bush Sports Turf  and Mike Andresen, CSFM & Tim 
VanLoo, CSFM with the construction, maintenance & irrigation of  the Cyclone Sports Complex. We will end the 
day with an optional tour of  the Jack Trice Football Stadium.  

 

Join the ISTMA at the Fall Workshop of  2013! Registration deadline is September 12, 2013.  
Return the registration form or register online at www.iowaturfgrass.org/events.htm

Thank You to our 2013 ISTMA Fall Workshop Sponsors! 

http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/events.htm
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Registration Form

ISTMA Fall Workshop at Cyclone Sports Complex – September 19th, 2013

Name: Pre-registration Deadline is September 12, 2013
___   Members $40 

Company: ___   Non - Members $50  
___   Students $20  

Address: STUDENTS MUST PRE-REGISTER

City State Zip

Phone: On-Site Registration 
___   Members $50  

Email: ____________________________________ ___   Non - Members $60  

Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association 
Fall Workshop – September 19, 2013 
Cyclone Sports Complex – Ames, IA 

Featuring Jamie Pollard, Stacey Gemeinhardt-Cesler, Derek York, Mike Andresen, CSFM, Tim 
VanLoo, CSFM, Brian Honnold, and Brian Edminston 

The Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association invites you to a Fall Workshop at the Cyclone Sports Complex in 
Ames, Iowa on September 19th.  Lunch will be included with registration fees.  
 
9:30 Registration w/coffee & donuts  
10:00  Why Build CSC & Turf Managers Role– Jamie Pollard 
10:30 What the Facility means for the Softball Program & Relationship with Turf Managers  
                            – Stacey Gemeinhardt – Cesler 
11:00  Softball Field Construction, Maintenance, Infield Skin & Irrigation– Derek York,  
                                Mike Andresen, CSFM, & Tim VanLoo, CSFM 
12:00  Lunch – Sponsored by  
1:00  Track & Soccer Field Construction, Maintenance, & Irrigation – Derek York,  
                                Mike Andresen, CSFM, & Tim VanLoo, CSFM  
2:00  Events Managers Perspective on the New Facility –Brian Honnold & Brian Edminston 
2:30  Jack Trice Tour 
3:30  Conclusion  

 
Sponsored by: Bush Sports Turf, D& K Products, & Van Wall Equipment 

 
Please mail back this registration form or sign up online at http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/events.htm 

PAYMENT METHODS:
BY MAIL: PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association

MAIL REGISTRATION & PAYMENTS TO: Iowa Turfgrass Office, 1605 N Ankeny Blvd Suite 210
Ankeny, IA 50023-4163

BY FAX:  Credit card payment OR Purchase Order ONLY- Fax 515-635-0307

Type of Card: __ MasterCard __   VISA Purchase Order#__________

Credit Card #________________________________________________Exp. Date_______________

Card Holders Name (Please Print)_______________________________________________________ Phone : 515-635-0306
jeff@iowaturfgrass.org

Signature__________________________________________________________________________              sarah@iowaturfgrass.org

http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/events.htm
mailto:jeff@iowaturfgrass.org
mailto:sarah@iowaturfgrass.org
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As the heat of  summer is bearing down, many of  us are 
intently watching our athletic fields to see how well they 
will take the stress that summer puts on the fields. Many 
Sports Turf  Managers are doing everything they can to 
keep cool season grasses healthy and looking their best. 
There may be times in the midst of  the summer that 
you wish you had bermudagrass like our colleagues in 
the southern United States. Bermudagrass on athletic 
fields is not an uncommon thought to many sports field 
managers, especially in the southern climate. However, 
bermudagrass in the northern United States is becoming 
more common, and is being used on more athletic fields. 
Bermudagrass cultivars are becoming more cold tolerant 
and better able to withstand the harsh conditions that our 
winters offer.  
 
Recently, we helped the Kansas City Royals convert their 
infield from Kentucky bluegrass to bermudagrass in the 
middle of  their baseball season. Due to the limited time 
between events, Northbridge bermudagrass sod was laid 
to ensure that the field would be ready when the team 
returned for their next home stand. The infield was 
converted to bermudagrass to handle the stress that the 
summer heat can bring to that area. With air temperatures 
reaching 100 degrees Fahrenheit and dew points increas-
ing, the bermudagrass infield will tolerate the stresses 
associated with the heat and help maintain a good playing 
surface through the summer months. Many Sports Turf  
Managers would say that it is not feasible for them to 
convert their field from their cool season grass to a warm 
season grass every year during the heat of  the summer.  
This is probably true, but a second option is to convert 
your athletic field to bermudagrass at the beginning of  the 
season and keep it that way for years to come. 

Instead of  converting a field with sod during the season, 
another option is to sprig the bermudagrass and allow 
the field to fill in. Bermudagrass sprigs are vegetative 
plant parts containing stolons, crown buds and rhizomes.    
Bermudagrass has a rapid growth habit and can spread 
several feet in a growing year allowing the sprigs to grow 
and fill in, giving a dense stand of  turf  for your athletic 
field. Recently, Bradley University converted their soccer 
field from Kentucky bluegrass to bermudagrass. Instead 
of  using bermudagrass sod during the middle of  the  

season, the field was sprigged with Latitude 36 bermu-
dagrass in mid to late May and allowed to grow in dur-
ing the summer months of  our growing season. When 
sprigging is going to be performed, you want to ensure 
the soil temperatures are warm enough for the sprigs 
to grow and create a dense stand of  turf  for your 
athletic field. The bermudagrass was harvested as sod 
and brought to the field where a Sprig Master machine 
was used to shred the rolls into sprigs and mechanically 
spread the sprigs evenly into the soccer field. Only 
8,800 square feet of  sod were used to produce enough 
sprigs to sprig nearly three acres. This is much more 
cost effective than sod. 

Bermudagrass’ growth habit allows the grass to be 
established either by sod or sprigs in a relatively short 
amount of  time. Bermudagrass produces an aggres-
sive-growing, dense turfgrass that spreads quickly 
by stolons and rhizomes. Bermudagrass stolons can 
grow several feet in a growing season. Bermudagrass 
requires a balanced fertility plan, especially during the 
growing season, to help stimulate the rapid growth 
of  the stolons and rhizones to maintain a dense, dark 
green athletic field. Unlike cool-season grasses that 
require little fertility during the heat of  the summer, 
bermudagrass will require adequate fertility during the 
summer months and less during the spring and fall.  
Even though bermudagrass is more drought toler-
ant than many cool season turfgrasses, it still requires 
adequate irrigation to maintain a dense, dark green 
athletic field.  

Bermudagrass is becoming more common on ath-
letic fields in the northern U.S., but is still second to 
cool season grasses such as Kentucky bluegrass in the 
cooler climate. Bermudagrass can offer great wear 
tolerance and heat tolerance during the heat of  the 
summer but remains dormant longer in the spring and 
is quicker to dormancy in the fall. Whether your field is 
Kentucky bluegrass or bermudagrass, we as sports turf  
managers still have one job in common, provide a safe 
and aesthetically pleasing sports field.   

Bermudagrass on Athletic Fields
Derek York, BUSH Sports Turf  
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EVERGREEN™ TURF COVERS
Outsmart Mother Nature... Year Round!

With 30 years of field proven experience and
the longest warranties, EVERGREEN™ from
COVERMASTER is the smart choice

AHEAD OF THE GAME

Call Toll Free: 1-800-387-5808
Int’l: 416-745-1811 •  FAX: 416-742-6837
E-mail: info@covermaster.com
www.covermaster.com

© 2013 Covermaster Inc.

COVERMASTER™
covermaster.com/evad/

SMART EDGE TECHNOLOGY™
• Hems and grommets are not required
• Unlike Polypro fabrics, EVERGREEN™ will not unravel
• Can be cut to custom sizes and shapes on site
• Anchor pins can be placed anywhere on the cover

UNIQUE DESIGN CREATES A TRULY 4-SEASON TURF COVER
• Winter blanket • Early spring green-up • Summer overseeding

& repair • Frost protection • Extend your growing season

BE SURE TO ASK FOR EVERGREEN™, THE ONE WITH COLOR
• Provides additional light spectrum benefits for the turf
• Choose color based on your climate

The with and without look of natural turf
using the  EVERGREEN™ cover

Can be cut or shaped without fraying
thanks to Smart Edge Technology™

T1279 EG IOWA STMA 2013_T1025-A Feb&Nov BB/EG Sprttrf04  13-03-03  3:50 PM  Page 1

We specialize in:

•  Installation of Lawn Irrigation

•  Service of Lawn Irrigation

•  Drainage Problems

•  Landscape Lighting

•  Athletic Field Installation & Service

P.O. BOX 710 • JOHNSTON, IA
 

CALL RON TONEY AT 
(515) 986-1172 

www.tandtsprinkler.com

Field & Fairway  
For quick fixes and long-lasting turf health.  

Field & Fairway is the perfect choice for conditioning native 
soil sports turf.  Ideal for heavy traffic areas near goals on Soccer 
fields.  It improves traction when applied to muddy and damaged 

areas of turf. It speeds recovery of sports turf after game day. 
It’s available is natural or emerald green to blend in with the 

color of sports turf.  

Pace Supply 
TURF & LANDSCAPE 

1-800-396-7917
www.pacesupplyia.com 

pacesupply@southslope.net

Iowa’s source for Turf, Landscape, & Sports Field Products 

mailto:info@covermaster.com
http://www.covermaster.com
http://www.tandtsprinkler.com
http://www.pacesupplyia.com
mailto:pacesupply@southslope.net
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ISTMA presented Upper Iowa University with Soccer 
Field of  the Year Award for Pattison Field at the Iowa 
Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show in January. Billy 
Pipp and his staff  put exceptional work into this facility 
to keep it in top condition. 

Located in Fayette, Iowa, Pattison Field was construct-
ed in 1999. The field features Kentucky Bluegrass over 
seeded with Perennial Ryegrass on top of  native soil 
and is fully irrigated. Billy has been with Upper Iowa 
University since June 2012 and put his management 
experience to great use right away which led Upper 
Iowa University to receive this award. 

What is your job/career history? I received my BS in 
Plant Sciences with an emphasis in Turfgrass Manage-
ment from the University of  Missouri in 2008. During 
College I spent my summers working for two Major 
Leagues Baseball teams. I came to Upper Iowa from 
the University of  Colorado, where I was an Assistant 
Groundskeeper in the Athletic Department.
 

What do you do for Upper Iowa University? I am 
the Director of  Grounds and Transportation Coor-
dinator. I am responsible for 120 acres of  campus 
grounds including athletic practice and game fields. 
I am also responsible for the scheduling and mainte-
nance of  our fleet vehicles. 

What type of  staff  do you have and what impor-
tant role do they play? I have three full time staff  
members, and anywhere from 2 to 5 student employ-
ees. My employees are the driving force behind our 
operations as our University has expanded our staff  
levels have not and my staff  has adjusted accordingly, 
still showing pride every day in what they can and do 
accomplish. 

Who was the first person you called about this 
award? The first person I spoke with was my boss at 
the time Bryan Jolley. He encouraged me to come out 
to Iowa and was a mentor to me during his time here. 
I think he knew when we received the award that the 

And the Award Goes to...... 
 

Upper Iowa University - Soccer Field of  the Year  
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change he desired for our facilities and grounds was be-
ginning to come to fruition.

What other hobbies do you have? Moving to Iowa 
brought me closer to both my wife and my families. I 
have the two best ladies around for support, my wife 
Andrea and my daughter Lexi that take up the other half  
of  my day when I am not at work.  
 
What does it mean for Upper Iowa University to 
win Soccer Field of  the Year? Teamwork. We have an 
abundance of  family type atmosphere here in Fayette. 
When the drought kicked in last year, my staff  was all 
hands on deck even though we still had the entire  
campus to care for. There were a lot of  issues beyond 
our control, and we brainstormed ideas to create solu-
tions. Some of  the solutions were some of  the most 
innovative solutions I have ever seen.  
 
What is your advice to other Sports Turf  Manager or 
Students? Students should get involved right away with 
networking and finding an internship. Pick an internship 
in different aspects of  turf  science, so that when  

graduation comes you will have the right feeling about 
the career you choose.  
 
What do you love best about being a Sports Turf  
Manager? Being outside. Most people have a job that 
requires them to stay indoors, our jobs requires facing 
rain, sun, sleet and snow.  
 
Do you have any projects being planning or in the 
works? After our football stadium construction was 
completed we became concerned about a drainage 
issues between our soccer field and football stadium 
complex, that was causing standing water on the soc-
cer field. We are planning to install drainage tile down 
the length of  the field that will assist with drainage. 
We are also planning on installing permanent bleach-
ers to the west side of  the field and have recently 
moved our main irrigation line closer to the field to 
avoid building anything on top of  he old main line.  
 
What are some unique things about the soccer 
field? The field sits on the site of  an old corn field 
and is named after UIU Board member Bernard 
Pattison that donated the land. 

 

 
Dan Klindt 

Seed Chemicals 
Fertilizer Ice Melters 

563-370-2515 
dklindt@goldstarfs.com 

mailto:dklindt@goldstarfs.com
www.goldstarfs.com
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MTI Distributing, Inc.
3841 SE Capitol Circle

Grimes, IA  50111
(515) 661-6800

MTI Distributing, Inc.
6125 Valley Drive

Bettendorf, IA  52722
(563) 449-5470

1-800-362-3665

For exceptional versatility, hauling and towing, Toro utility vehicles can handle virtually
any job or application.

Utility Vehicles

Workman HD Utility Vehicles
• Built tougher than ever
• Offer total vehicle capacity up

to 3,002 lbs (1,361 kg)
• Deliver high productivity 

Workman MD Utility Vehicles
• Built tougher than ever
• Offer total vehicle capacity that      
range from 1,200 lbs to 1,650 lbs

• Versatile cargo bed functions

www.toro.com

ISTMA Scholarships & Silent Auction
The ISTMA host a Silent Auction during the Iowa 
Turfgrass Conference & Trade Show. This has been a 
very successful event and will continue in 2014. 

The Silent Auction donations fund the ISTMA Gary 
Peterson Scholarships. In 2013, ISTMA was able to 
hand out two $250 Scholarship to deserving students 
in Iowa. 

The ISTMA Board is working to endow the scholar-
ship fund so more ISTMA Gary Peterson Scholarships 
could be presented to students in need of  financial 
assistance.  
 
Please consider donating a gift to the ISTMA Silent 
Auction January 29 & 30th, 2014 at the Iowa Turfgrass 
Conference & Trade Show in the Downtown Des 
Moines Marriott. 

You may bring your gift to the conference or send it to 
the Iowa Turfgrass Office before January 1, 2014. 

 Iowa Turfgrass Office 
1605 N Ankeny Blvd Suite 210 

Ankeny, IA 50023-4163

For questions please call the Iowa Turfgrass Office at 
515-635-0306.

Attention Students!  
 

The ISTMA Gary Peterson Scholarship  
Application for 2014 is now avaible!  

 
Deadline: Must be recieved in the Turfgrass  

Office no later than October 31, 2013.  
 

To download the application visit:  
http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/istmascholarship.htm

http://www.toro.com
http://www.iowaturfgrass.org/istmascholarship.htm
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Tim Van Loo, CSFM from Iowa State University 
presented to the group tips for improving soccer field 
traffic areas. The group talked about regular aerifica-
tion practices, field rotation, and overseeding strategies 
to aid in recovering from heavy traffic conditions. Tim 
also shared with the workshop participant’s his typi-
cal spring maintenance items for athletic fields. Topics 
about irrigation audits, spring pre emergent applica-
tions, spring painting practices, seed head control, and 
wear area repairs were a few of  the subjects covered. 

Host Elliott Josephson had this to say, “I am excited 
that many of  the ISTMA members were able to join 
the Spring Sports Turf  Workshop, It’s amazing to see 
the networking, education, and vendor support we get 
for the ISTMA workshops.” 

The ISTMA would like to Thank Elliott and his crew 
along with Prairie Ridge Sports Complex for hosting 
the first workshop for the 2013 season. ISTMA would 
also like to thank the following vendors: Agriland FS, 
LaCrosse Forage and Turf  Seed, Iowa Cubs Sports 
Turf  Management and Sherwin Williams. Without the 
help of  our sponsors these workshop could not be 
success.   

Members if  you have not attended a workshop this 
season, you’re not too late! Our 3rd and final workshop 
will be held on September 19th, 2013 at Iowa State 
University Cyclone Sports Complex.   

ISTMA Workshop at Prairie Ridge Sports Complex
Troy McQuillen, Kirkwood Community College 

The first of  three ISTMA workshops was a great suc-
cess. Elliott Josephson and staff  hosted the workshops at 
Prairie Ridge Sports Complex in Ankeny, IA. The day’s 
activities started with a welcome and overview of  the 
complex’s athletic fields and the day’s activities from  
Elliott Josephson and his crew.   

Casey Scheidel, CSFM for Iowa Clubs Sports Turf  started 
the morning with a presentation of  recent infield skin 
renovations that took place at a select few Prairie Ridge 
Baseball/Softball fields. Casey explained the step-by-step 
process of  engineering, implementation, and final results 
of  the renovation and how it’s improved the diversity of  
play at the complex.  

The workshop quickly turned to the outdoors where 
Casey, Elliott, and TJ Brewer, CSFM toured a renovated 
field giving participants a visual and hands-on demon-
stration of  mound position repair, infield moisture and 
grooming, and infield materials selection along with rou-
tine maintenance. Elliott followed-up by sharing his daily 
maintenance for mounds, infield materials, and overall 
management of  the field surfaces with the diverse user 
groups. 

As the workshop moved to the next diamond, a group 
discussion led by Dr. Minner about available turfgrass 
species for heavily used municipal complexes was present-
ed.  The workshop participants discussed the advantages 
and disadvantages of  the most common cool season 
grasses used for sports fields. Dr. Minner followed-up 
with a conversation about the new rhizomatous cultivars 
of  Tall Fescue and the direct benefits of  using a Tall Fes-
cue species on your heavy use fields. Elliott discussed the 
implementation of  PGR (Plant Growth Regulators) on 
his fields. Elliott explained how the use of  PGR’s has pro-
vided a dense canopy on each field along with minimizing 
mowing frequency without sacrificing turf  quality. 

Following lunch the workshop switched gears with a 
walking tour of  Prairie Ridge Sports Complex Soccer 
and Football Fields. Elliott explained the variety of  users 
that play on each surface and how his maintenance staff  
coordinates daily maintenance to provide quality playing 
surfaces each day.   

Upcoming Events

September 19th - Iowa State University 
Fall Workshop - Ames, IA

September 30th - ITI/Iowa GCSA Benefit Tournament
Crow Valley Country Club - Davenport, IA 

 
January 28-30, 2014 - Iowa Turfgrass Conference & 

Trade Show - Des Moines, IA
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    If  you are similar to other Iowa cities, one-fifth of  your street 
and park trees are ash. This type of  tree is well-adapted to harsh 
planting sites and is a survivor through Iowa’s harsh weather. 
Unfortunately, a destructive insect was introduced to the U.S. last 
century that has an insatiable appetite only for ash trees-- healthy, 
damaged or weakened ones. 
   Emerald ash borer (EAB) is a tiny, emerald-green beetle that 
has already claimed the lives of  millions of  ash trees in the upper 
Midwest. EAB’s impact on Iowa’s trees is uncertain, but estimates 
of  $2.5 billion for tree removal and replanting, as well as $1 mil-
lion annualized loss in perpetuity for Iowa’s economy have been 
calculated. Loss of  Iowa’s 3.1 million urban ash trees may also 
increase utility costs (heating, cooling, water use) for homeowners.
    EAB has been found in 18 states. Its initial finding in Iowa oc-
curred in 2010 on an island in the Mississippi River in Allamakee 
County. Survey efforts in 2012 revealed EAB was still in Alla-
makee County, but moved inland to New Albin, Lansing, Black 
Hawk Point and Plough Slough.

Iowa, Firewood and EAB
    Firewood is popular for both home heating and recreational 
use in camping adventures. However, movement of  firewood can 
spread numerous forest insect pests such as EAB, Sirex wood 
wasp, Asian longhorned beetle, and gypsy moth, as well as plant 
diseases such as beech bark disease, sudden oak death and oak 
wilt. 
    Eighteen states, including the District of  Columbia, are 
partially or entirely quarantined for EAB. The federal firewood 
transport quarantine has been established by the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(USDA-APHIS) and State Departments of  Agriculture to prevent 
the spread of  EAB. 
    The Iowa Department of  Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
(IDALS) requires all firewood sold or acquired in Iowa to have 
specific information on the label or packages or delivery ticket of  
bulk firewood. So, you must place a firewood label on the fire-
wood that you sell. Furthermore, some campgrounds are checking 
for labels on firewood brought into the park; if  you harvest the 
wood yourself, make sure you have a document with the pertinent 

firewood information.
    Firewood is defined as any wood less than four feet (4’) in 
length. Anyone that moves/transports a piece or multiple pieces 
of  wood that are four feet in length or less will require a firewood 
label accompanying the firewood.
    Every firewood label must contain:

• Identification of  the commodity (the word “firewood” must 
appear on the label)

• Net quantity in terms of  cubic feet or cubic meters, includ-
ing fractions 
- A cord is also acceptable, as it is 128 cubic feet, ranked 

and well stowed
• The name and address of  the seller, packer, or distributor
• The price per unit of  measurement (how much the fire-

wood sells for). If  the price is posted at the site of  sale, it is 
not necessary to have this on the label.

• The harvest location of  the firewood by county and state

    For assistance, including sample firewood labels, contact the 
State Entomologist’s Office at IDALS, (515) 725-1470 or Ento-
mology@IowaAgriculture.gov. 

Tree Inventory Calculations
    One of  the first steps in planning for EAB is to conduct a tree 
inventory as the basis for making budget and management deci-
sions. A complete street tree inventory is preferred because it will 
guide replacement planting and future decisions beyond EAB. If  
a complete tree inventory is not possible, an inventory of  all ash 
trees and a sampling of  the remaining trees are recommended. 
With this data, the city can effectively estimate the costs associ-
ated with EAB. The cost of  removing all trees in poor condition 
(including ash with multiple signs of  EAB) should be estimated, 
and removing hazardous trees should be the first priority, regard-
less of  species. Then options for management of  the remaining 
ash trees can be considered. A suggested tool for this purpose is 
available as the Emerald Ash Borer Cost Calculator (http://exten-
sion.entm.purdue.edu/treecomputer/).
    Using the Emerald Ash Borer Cost Calculator and local in-
formation, cost comparisons for two examples of  management 

A new insect pest 
has them shaking 
in their roots.

By Emma Bruemmer, 
Robin Pruisner and Mark H. Shour

Have ash trees?

Image by: John Obermeyer, Purdue University

12 Cityscape   May 2013    

mailto:Ento-mology@IowaAgriculture.gov
mailto:Ento-mology@IowaAgriculture.gov
http://exten-sion.entm.purdue.edu/treecomputer/
http://exten-sion.entm.purdue.edu/treecomputer/
http://exten-sion.entm.purdue.edu/treecomputer/
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scenarios were run. Estimates assume the management actions 
will occur over a 25-year period. Treatment with an appropriate 
insecticide would occur on an every-other-year cycle over the long 
term. Please note that the removal and replacement cost does not 
include the tree benefits that are lost while transitioning from a 
large tree to a newly planted tree. These examples are for demon-
stration purposes only since there are many variables that deter-
mine specific costs. 

Example 1:  A small city park with 12 ash trees of  varying 
sizes. Ash comprises 19 percent of  the park’s species com-
position.

Remove 100% of  trees and replace    $2,848 
Treat 30% to buy time; remove and replace 100%   $8,115 
Treat 50%, remove and replace 50%    $9,205
Treat all ash over 25 years     $10,021

Example 2:  A community with a population of  around 
5,000 and 383 ash trees of  varying sizes, on city -owned 
land including a cemetery, parks, and street rights-of-way. In 
this community, 16 percent of  city owned trees are ash.

Remove 100% of  trees and replace   $520,842 
Treat 30% to buy time; remove and replace 100%   $699,684 
Treat 50%, remove and replace 50%   $445,391 
Treat all ash over 25 years                $334,404 

Treatment Options
    Homeowners are discouraged from treating their healthy ash 
trees with insecticides if  they live more than 15 miles from known 
infestations. Preventive treatments for individual healthy ash trees 
(full crowns, elongating branches, and bark tightly held to the 
trunk/branches) are more successful than once a tree is infested 
with EAB. Research at Michigan State University has shown ema-
mectin benzoate is an effective control, lasting for 2 years. Other 

insecticides (e.g., imidacloprid, dinotefuran) must be applied each 
season to protect ashes.
    For trees with a 25-inch circumference (8 inches in diameter) 
or smaller, homeowners can treat their own trees following Iowa 
State University Extension and Outreach soil drench recommen-
dations found in PM2084 (https://store.extension.iastate.edu/
ItemDetail.aspx?ProductID=13114). Larger trees require assis-
tance from a commercial pesticide applicator. 

For More Information: 
• www.IowaTreePests.com  
• www.iowadnr.gov/eab
• www.extension.iastate.edu/PME/EmeraldAshBorer.html 

    Emma Bruemmer is a state urban forester with the Iowa Department of  
Natural Resources and may be reached at Emma.Bruemmer@dnr.iowa.
gov. Robin Pruisner, a state entomologist with the Iowa Department of  
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, may be reached at  Robin.Pruisner@
Iowaagriculture.gov.  Mark H. Shour, an extension entomologist with Iowa 
State University, may be reached at mshour@iastate.edu.

The larval stage (the one doing all the damage) of  emerald ash borer.
Image by: BioForest Technologies.

May 2013   Cityscape 13

Bryan Wood
Agronomist/Turfgrass Consultant 
Serving the turf industry since 1982

Cell: 660-646-9394 
or 816-665-6207

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR
800-748-7497

•  Deep tine aerating and topdressing  •  Seeding / Overseeding  •
•  Golf course and athletic field renovation  •  
•  Synthetic turf cleaning and grooming  •

•  Specialized equipment for the turf industry  •
Home of BIGWOODYSAUCE.com

www.commericalturfandtractor.com

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/ItemDetail.aspx?ProductID=13114
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/ItemDetail.aspx?ProductID=13114
http://www.IowaTreePests.com
http://www.iowadnr.gov/eab
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/PME/EmeraldAshBorer.html
mailto:Emma.Bruemmer@dnr.iowa
mailto:mshour@iastate.edu
http://www.commericalturfandtractor.com
www.floratinecentralturf.com
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This has been an interesting year. We have had cool and 
wet as well as hot and dry, but it seems like most of  it 
has been just right. All in all it has been a great grass 
growing year (I know I am going to regret saying that).  
This year I have a new field, last fall my surface was 
re-graded and new sod was laid down, and to go with it 
I have challenged myself  to be a better more efficient 
Turf  Manager. I want to take this time to share with 
you how I have challenged myself, and to challenge you 
to challenge yourself.   

I got the challenge bug this winter at the ITI confer-
ence where Brad Jakubowski spoke about the million 
gallon challenge. To summarize he spelled out a bunch 
of  ways to reduce water consumption and offered the 
challenge to reduce water usage by one million gallons 
in a year. I thought about this, tried to decide if  it was 
possible at our facility where we only irrigate our game 
field, and figured I would give it a shot. Last year our 
facility, as a whole, used 3.2 million gallons of  water, 
so saving one million would be a considerable amount.  
After discussing with my General Manager things we 
could do along with if  this would be possible we de-
cided to go for it.   

On the irrigation end the weather has helped a lot, and 
I bet we had used ½ million less gallons due to that 
alone. I have also changed the way I schedule my irriga-
tion programs, this year I started by setting a regular 
schedule, then reducing the run time by 1/3, and even 
backing it down more as the summer went on. I know I 
am working with a new field system so things will natu-
rally be different, but I honestly thought I would be ir-
rigating more with less organic material… I was wrong.  
At this point in the season I have probably reduced my 
watering to 1/3 of  what I would have wanted to sched-
ule in years past (I guess I wasn’t being as conservative 
as I thought). I challenge you to back down your ir-
rigation cycles by 3 minutes per run, on my system that 
saves me about 2,500 gallons, imagine how much that 
little bit will add up over the course of  the year.   

With the challenge bug stuck in my ear I wanted to 
see where else I could save, so I moved on to fertil-
izer. Once again new field, new variables, but thought 

I would need more due to the lack of  organic material. I 
know I have tested my limits by the decline I have seen in 
my turf, and maybe the quality of  my field has dropped 
a little because I have done this, but I think overall it has 
bounced back and by this point I have a firm grasp on it 
timing my applications keeping the decline from becom-
ing noticeable. Here I have reduced my nitrogen inputs 
by 1/2 from last year and probably by 2/3 over the last 
two years. Imaging how much you could save if  you 
closed your spreader by one notch for each application, 
do you think your turf  would notice? Or notice enough 
to make a difference? I bet your inventory would. Try it.  
 
I know I am not an expert when it comes to these things, 
obviously I was being pretty wasteful prior to this year.  
Neither am I saying that any of  you are being wasteful, 
I just thought I would share my experiences with you. I 
know we are all looking for ways to save money, this is 
one of  the ways I am doing it this year. I hope you are 
all having a great year, and are happy with your fields. I 
don’t know who said it, but one of  my favorites is: being 
good is doing what it takes, greatness comes from doing 
that one more thing. Keep up the good work.

SW Director Update
T.J. Brewer, CSFM, Burlington Bees
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The 2013 Chapter Challenge took place on June 21 and 22 
in Ankeny. Friday night the two chapters challenged each 
other in a softball game. This year proved to be too much 
Iowa athleticism for the Minnesota players to handle. I 
have not seen any record books, but I think this may have 
been the most lopsided victory in the events history. Final 
score was 33 to whatever few they could gain. I think they 
were looking for the exit door halfway through the game.   

The softball game was followed by some dinner and a 
friendly game of  Bocce Ball; well it used to be friendly.  
Minnesota has decided that Bocce Ball is an actual sport 
and has created a trophy to symbolize its importance in the 
events competitions.  To say the least they squeaked out a 

shallow victory in Bocce ball.  Not much of  a victory 
if  you ask me….
 
We played golf  at Otter Creek Golf  Course in Ankeny 
on Saturday morning. We had 5 competitive teams 
challenge each other in a two man best ball-match 
play format.  Minnesota snuck in some group changes 
under our noses, but it didn’t help them.  We won the 3 
matches necessary to get the trophy back in Iowa.  
Next year the event will be held in Minnesota.   

Please consider participating.  It is time away from 
work, family, and other fun things, but I promise the 
experience is worth your time.  

2013 Chapter Challenge Results
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Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association 
Field of the Year 

 
PURPOSE 
To recognize the excellence of sports fields maintained in Iowa.  To show appreciation for the Sports Turf Manager and staff’s efforts in 
leading the Sports Turf industry into the future.  The Iowa Sports Turf Manager's Association, by sponsoring this award, wishes to 
promote excellence in management of sports fields and the turf industry. Please include pictures of the field with your application and 
letter. 
 
CRITERIA 

 Located in the State of Iowa  
 Resourcefulness of staff, budget, maintenance practices, challenges in the management of the athletic field 
 Condition & aesthetics of the athletic field 
 Number and type of games and/or events  
 Previous recipients may reapply if all requirements/applications are met.  

 
This award will be presented at the ISTMA Annual Business Meeting at the Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show in 
Des Moines in January. 

Nomination Form 
 
Please PRINT CLEARLY or TYPE information requested below: 
 
Field Type:      Baseball  Softball   Football           Soccer 
 
Name of school, park district, or agency:          ___ 
 
Address of school, park district, or agency:        __________ 
 
Name of Manager:            ___ 
 
Address of Manager:         _______________________    
 
Phone Number of Manager: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Newspaper(s) to send Press Release: __________________________________________________________ 
 
1) Current reasons for nomination of the field/fields (i.e. current sports turf field conditions, major projects, aesthetics, etc.). 

Please provide a written letter of explanation on why the field/fields should be recognized as ISTMA Field of the Year. 
 
I certify that the information in these nomination papers is true, current and complete. 

 
_______________________________________  _______________________________________  

        Name of Nominator (Please Print Legibly)           Signature of Nominator 
 
_______________________________________  _______________________________________  

                Position of Nominator       Phone Number of Nominator 
 

We ask that this nomination paper be co-signed by other permanent co-workers or by other members of the Iowa Sports Turf 
Manager's Association. 
 

Co-Signed:  _______   Co-Signed: ________    
 

Date:   _______   Date:   _______   
 

Mail to: Iowa Turfgrass Office, 1605 N Ankeny Blvd Suite 210, Ankeny, Iowa  50023-4163 
Deadline:  October 31 
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Iowa Sports Turf Managers Association 
Sports Turf Manager of the Year 

 
PURPOSE 
To recognize a Sports Turf Manager for their professional ability and contribution to the sports turf industry of Iowa.  To show 
appreciation for the individual’s efforts in leading the sports turf industry into the future.  The Iowa Sports Turf Manager's Association, by 
sponsoring this award, wishes to promote excellence in management of sports fields and the turf industry. 
 
CRITERIA 

 Be professionally engaged in a management position in the sports turf industry.  
 Level of contribution by the turf manager to the sports turf industry. 
 Management performance: i.e. current sports turf field condition, work ethic, creative skills to enhance his/her facility, 

maintenance projects participation. 
 Contribution to the local community.  
 Previous recipients may reapply if all requirements/applications are met.  

 
This award will be presented at the ISTMA Annual Business Meeting at the Iowa Turfgrass Conference and Trade Show in 
Des Moines in January/February each year. 
 

Nomination Form 
 
Please PRINT CLEARLY or TYPE information requested below: 
 
Name of Nominee:            ___ 
 
Address of Nominee:         _______________________    
 
Phone Number of Nominees: _______________________________________________________________________ 
   
Name of school, park district, or agency:          ___ 
 
Address of school, park district, or agency:        __________ 
 
Name of Newspaper(s) to send Press Release: __________________________________________________________ 
 
1) Current reasons for nomination of this applicant (i.e. current sports turf field conditions, major projects, work ethic, job 

performance, etc.). Please provide a written letter of explanation on why the nominee should be recognized as ISTMA 
Turf Manager of the Year. 

 
I certify that the information in these nomination papers is true, current and complete. 

 
_______________________________________  _______________________________________  

        Name of Nominator (Please Print Legibly)           Signature of Nominator 
 
_______________________________________  _______________________________________  

                Position of Nominator       Phone Number of Nominator 
 

We ask that this nomination paper be co-signed by other permanent co-workers or by other members of the Iowa Sports Turf 
Manager's Association. 
 

Co-Signed:  _______   Co-Signed: ________    
 

Date:   _______   Date:   _______  
 

Mail to: Iowa Turfgrass Office, 1605 N Ankeny Blvd Suite 210, Ankeny, Iowa  50023-4163 
Deadline:  October 31 
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ISTMA 2013 Board of  Directors

Rick House
Southwest Director
Council Bluffs Sports Complex
2900 Richard Downing Ave
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
402-690-0319 (work)
rhouse@councilbluffs-ia.gov

Casey Scheidel, CSFM 
At-Large Director
I-Cubs Sports Turf
1 Line Drive
Des Moines, IA 50309
515-243-6111 (work)
cscheidel@iowacubs.com 
 

Troy McQuillen
At-Large Director
Kirkwood Community College
6301 Kirkwood Blvd SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
319-398-5441 (work)
troy.mcquillen@kirkwood.cc.ia.us

Josh Shull
Exhibitor Director
TurfWerks
5225 NW Beaver Dr.
Johnston, IA 50131
515-577-5642 (work)
joshshull@turfwerks.com

Steve Bush, CSFM
Exhibitor Director
Bush Sports Turf
6800 78th Ave.
W. Milan, IL 61264
309-314-1000 (work)
steve@bushturf.com

Dr. Dave Minner
Ex-Officio Director
Iowa State University
141 Horticulture Hall
Ames, IA 50011
515-294-0046 (work)
dminner@iastate.edu

Jeff  Wendel
Executive Director
Iowa Turfgrass Office
1605 N Ankeny Blvd Suite 210
Ankey, IA 50023
515-635-0306(work) 515-635-0607 (fax)
jeff@iowaturfgrass.org

Sarah Hodgson
Newsletter Editor
Iowa Turfgrass Office
1605 N Ankeny Blvd Suite 210
Ankey, IA 50023
515-635-0306(work) 515-635-0607 (fax)
sarah@iowaturfgrass.org

Jeff  Bosworth, CSFM
President & Northwest Director
Drake University
1422 27th St. 
Des Moines, IA 50311
515-202-8847 (work)
jeff.bosworth@drake.edu 

TJ Brewer, CSFM
Vice President & Southeast Director
Burlington Bees
2712 Mt. Pleasant St.
Burlington, IA 52601
515-360-8979 (cell)
thusto1@hotmail.com  
 

Jason Koester, CGCS
Northeast Director
Grinnell College
1917 6th Ave
Grinnell, IA 50112
319-231-9254 (cell)
jkkoester@yahoo.com 
 

Tim Van Loo, CSFM
Central Director
ISU Athletics
1800 S. 4th St. Jacobson Bldg 
Ames, IA 50011
515-509-8035 (cell)
vanlooti@iastate.edu
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